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This application is the U.S. national phase of International Application No. 
PCT/EP03/07338, filed July 8, 2003, which corresponds to German Patent Application No. 102 
31 063.7 filed July 10, 2002. 

Some of the references identified in Form PTO/SB/08A were cited in an 
International Search Report (ISR) dated November 26, 2003 and an International Preliminary 
Examination Report dated October 20, 2004 in the underlying International Application. The 
references cited in the ISR and IPER are relevant for the reasons stated therein. The August 23, 
2005 Notice of Acceptance of Application under 35 U.S.C. § 371 and 37 C.F.R. § 1.495 
indicates that copies of the ISR and IPER have been received by the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office. Therefore, copies of the ISR and IPER are not enclosed herewith. 

German Utility Model No. 90 05 581 U is cited on page 3, lines 8-24 of the 
specification of the present application and is further relevant for the reasons discussed therein. 

German Patent No. 690 21 078 T, of which an English-language abstract is 
enclosed, is cited on page 2, lines 14-21 of the specification of the present application and is 
relevant for the reasons discussed therein. 

German Patent No. 692 06 903 T, of which an English-language abstract is 
enclosed, is cited on page 2, lines 23-27 of the specification of the present application and is 
relevant for the reasons discussed therein. 

The remaining references listed on Form PTO/SB/08A were first cited in a 
German Office Action, dated March 14, 2003, and are relevant for the reasons provided therein. 
A copy of the German Office Action is enclosed herewith. An English-language abstract is 
provided for German Patent Nos. 40 14 774 Al and 196 15 735 Al. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(3), no fee is believed to be due for the submission 
of this Information Disclosure Statement, as it is being submitted before the mailing date of a 
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first Office Action on the merits. Nevertheless, the Commissioner for Patents is hereby 
authorized to charge any fees which may be required to Deposit Account No. 23-0650. One (1) 
original and two (2) copies of this Information Disclosure Statement are enclosed. 
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Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219-1 845 

Telephone: 412-471-8815 

Facsimile: 412-471-4094 

E-mail: webblaw@webblaw.com 
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